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PRIVATE DATA 

Private Variable 1 
Private Variable 2 

Private Variable n 



PUBLIC DATA 
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Public Variable n 
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SEARCHER 



PRIVATE DATA 

Private Variable 1 
Private Variable 2 

Private Variable n 
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PUBLIC DATA 

Public Variable 1 
Public Variable 2 

Public Variable n 
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COMPARISON ENGINE 



RULES 



32 



CURRENT DATABASE 



31 



HISTORICAL DATABASE 



FIG. 1 
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PROFILE TEMPLATE INPUT FORM 



Company Name: 
Address: 
City: 
State/Zip 

Contact Name: 
Contact Phone: 
Contact e-mail: 

Employees: 
^Annual Revenue: 
Annual R&D: 

Primary Industry: 
Target Market: 
Business Form: 

Business Stage: 
Investment Request: 

Investor Type: 



) private" 
) private 
) private 
) private 

) private 
) private 
) private 

) private 
) private ' 
) private 

) private 
) private 
) private 

) private 
) private 



( ) private 



-55 



-59 



FIG. 2 
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Collect and Store a Profile Template for each 
Presenters and Searcher in a Historical 
Database 



Receive a Profile Template from a Presenter, 
the Profile including a Desired Outcome 



Identify a set of similar presenters in the 
historical database 



Determine which presenters in the set of 
similar presenters has obtained an outcome 
similar to the desired outcome 



Generate a set of searchers that successfully 
matched with the presenters 



Transmit 
public 
data in 
the 

presenter 
profile to 
current 
searchers 
in the list 



Select a set of current 
searchers that have a similar 
profile to those in the set 
that successfully matched 



Transmit public data in the 
presenter profile to the 
selected searchers 
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Use a goodness- 
of-fit factor to 
assist in 
identifying 
similar Presenters 



Use a goodness- 
of-fit factor to 
assist in 

identifying the set 
of current 
searchers 
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FIG, 3 
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Collect and Store a Profile Template for each 
Presenters and Searcher in a Historical 
Database 
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Receive a Profile Template from a Presenter, 
the Profile including a Desired Outcome 



Receive a Profile Template from a Searcher, 
the Profile including a Desired Outcome 



Identify a set of similar presenters in the 
historical database 



Identify a set of similar searchers in the 
historical database 



Determine which presenters in the set of 
similar presenters has obtained an outcome 
similar to the desired outcome 



Determine which searchers in the set of 
similar searchers has obtained an outcome 
similar to the desired outcome 
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IPS 



Generate a set of searchers that successfully 
matched with the presenters 



Generate a set of presenters that successfully 
matched with the searchers 



Select a subset of current searchers that have 
a similar profile to those in the set that 
successfully matched 
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Select a subset of current presenters that have 
a similar profile to those in the set that 
successfully matched 




The Presenter is in the subset of current presenters; 
and 

the Searcher in the subset of current searchers 
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Transmit public data in the 
presenter profile to the 
matching searcher 
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Transmit public data in the 
searcher profile to the 
matching presenter 



FIG. 4 



Provide a Current Database of Searcher profiles and 
Presenter profiles; the profiles typically have a 
combination of pubic variable and private variables 



A Presenter sets a "MIN_PRIVATE" value indicating 
a minimum number of variables in a search that must 
be private variables 



A Searcher sets a "NOMATCH" value indicating a 
maximum number of the private variables in a search 
that are allowed not to match 



A Presenter sets a "LIMIT" value that sets the 
minimum acceptable value for "NOMATCH" 



A searcher forms a query into the database 



Of the parameters in the Query, the presenter has 
indicated that the query includes X public variables 
and Y private variables 



Y (actual number of private variables in the query) 
must be greater than or equal to MIN PRIVATE (value 
set by presenter to increase anonymity) 



NO_MATCH or fewer of the Y queried private 
variables can not match (increases certainty for the 
searcher) 



NOMATCH must be greater than or equal to LIMIT 
(value set by presenter to increase anonymity) 



Solve query to determine if the presenter satisfies the 
searcher request 



If query satisfied, then forward presenter public 
information to searcher 



FIG. 5 
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Apply a 
goodness-of-fit 
factor to solve 
query 
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